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Lincoln’s  Breadth  Shown  in  N aming  Stanton 


War  Head  Personally 
Disliked  Greatest  of 
Presidents,  but  Was 
Ardently  Patriotic 

By  THOREAU  CRONYN'. 

NEAR  the  end  of  his  liret  year  as 
President  Lincoln  was  constrained 
’ to  violate  one  of  his  favorite  precepts 
and  swap  horses  while  crossing  a stream. 
He  had  to  appoint  a new  Secretary  of 
War.  The  man  lie  chose  was  a Democrat, 
n powerful  leader  °f  l'ie  opposition  party, 
in  whose  mind  partisan  distrust  of  the 
Administration  was  paired  with  personal 
dislike  ol'  the  President  amounting  to 

m Edwin  M.  Stanton  had  written  pri- 
valely  of  the  “painful  imbecility"  of  Lin- 
coln, and  his  public  dispraise  was  scarcely 
leJs  harsh.  The  two  characters  were  nn- 
tit lift ical,  the  two  men  bad  little  in  com- 
mon except  patriotism  and  inflexible  pur- 
pose. Their  relations  tested  to  the  ut- 
most the  temper  of  a Stanton,  the  pn- 
ticnec  of  a Lincoln. 

Yet  this  rigid,  truculent,  fiery,  impa- 
tient, uncompromising,  implacable,  but 
honest,  brave,  single  minded,  devoted  and 
energetic — above  all,  devoted  nod  ener- 
getic—man,  so  curiously  selected,  be- 
came the  nation's  greatest  war  minister. 
And  be  lived  to  say  on  that  night  of 
desolation  of  the  leader  he  had  once  de- 
spised: "There  lies  the  most  perfect 

ruler  of  men  the  world  has  ever  seen." 


U nderstand  i n g and 
Appreciation  Came 
on  Both  Sides  Before 
End  of  Conflict 


In  the  week  of  the  Bull  Run  disaster  “I  bold  my  present  post  at  the  request 
Stanton  wrote:  of  the  President,  who  knew 


All  Forgotten  for  Pntrioti.m. 

The  slorv  of  Stanton’s  appointment 
has  long  since  been  told  aigl  footnoted 

and  closed.  There  is  nothing  new  to  be  culminuted  . 

added.  But  it  is  a story  that  makes  ah-  retrievuble  misfortune  and  national  dis-  he  handed 

sorbing  reading  in  this  dny  of  another  grace,  never  to  be  forgotten, 
war  President  and-  Cabinet.  It  shows  added  to  the 
how  in  a nutional 
and  personality  ci 

triols.  for  five  mi 

Stanton  was  an  Oluoau  and  a brilliant,  likclv  that  o*....*  - - ---  — - • . .. 

lawyer.  His  activity  m eases  that  brought  Navy  Department*  may  take  plnrtybut  expressing  Stautvu  s contempt  tor.  l>m- 

him  often  before  the  Supreme  Court  none  beyond  those  two  departments  until  coin  were  not  published  until  long  alter 

Jeff  Davis  turns  out  the  whole  concern.”  both  men  were  dead,  but  there  was  never 
Meanwhile  Simon  Cameron  of  Pennsyl-  any  doubt  that  the  President  knew  ex- 
vania  was  Lincoln’s  Secretary  of  War.  nctly  liow.  the  censorious  and  shnrp 
Thu  question  thus  phrased  by  Nicolay  and  tougued  lawyer  bad  felt  Hbout  him  in  the 

lhr  i»  Oi.ir  Mo-n,,.!.,  rf  Urn* - M..,  to 


they  have  to  put  bricks  into  bis  pockets  to 
keep  hfm  down.  We  may  be  obliged  to 
servo  Stanton  the  same  way,  but  I guess 
we’ll  let  him  jump  a while  first." 

The  fact  was  tbnt  Lincoln  measured 
Stanton  truly  and  gave  him  bis  completo 
confidence.  Of  Stanton  and  another  be 
said,  “I  have  faith  in  affirmative  men 
like  these.  They  stand  between  a nation 
and  perdition." 

Stanton’s  temper  frequently  got  the 
better  of  him  and  tbo  President  was  not 
spared  from  his  blasts,  but  Lincoln  ig- 
nored them,  and  us  Rothschild  remarks, 
“exercised  tact  enough  for  both  of  tlwm.” 
lie  was  so  considerate  in  dealing  with  the 
Secretary’s  foibles  that  ,some  contempo- 
raries formed  the  idea  that  the  Secretary 
dominated  the  President.  That  did  not 
worry  Lincoln  cither. 

Got  Much  Amuccment. 

In  fact,  lie  got  considerable  amusement 
out  of  this  fancy.  Judge  Baldwin  of 
California  wanted  a pass  through  the  lines 
to  visit  his  brother  in  Virginia.  Lincoln 
asked  him  if  he  lmd  applied  Ceil. 
HaUeck. 

“Yes,  and  met  with  a flat  refusal, " .-mid 
the  Judge. 

“Then  you  must  see  Stanton." 

“I  have,  anil  with  the  sumo  result." 

“Well,  then,  I can  do  nothing  for  von,” 
observed  the  President  ruefully,  "for  you 
must  know  I have  very  little  inlluenee  with 
this  Administration.” 

Another  story  that  has  come  down  hears 
the  same  point.  Representative  Owe 


imbecility  of  this  Administration  ally,  bul  to  whom  I had  not  spoken  from  „ • of  IUinoi9  called  with  a 

ted  in  that  catastrophe;  and  ir-  the  4lh  of  March,  1801,  until  the  a\  (o  ' „ t|le  mingling  of  East 

il  dis-  he  handed  me  my  commission.  I knew 

to  be  that  everything  I cherish  and  bold  dear 

of  all  peaceful  pur-  would  be  sacrificed  by  accepting  office, 

isis  conflict  of  . party  suits  nnd  national  bankrutpey  ' ns  the  But  1 thought  I might  help  to  save  the 

be  forgotten  by  pa-  result  of  Lincoln’s  ‘running  the  machine’  country,  nnd  lor  that  I was  willing  to 

The  “imbecility 


c change  in  the  Win 


8 and  the  others 


commit- 

urge  the  mingling  of  Eastern  n 
Western  troops  in  the  army  as  : 
national  unity.  Rtnnloij  said  the  scheme 
was  impracticable. 

“But  we  have  the  President's  order, 
sir,"  protested  Lovejoy. 

"Did  Lincoln  give  you  nn  order  of  tbnt 
sort?”  demanded  Stnntou. 

“He  did,  sir." 

“Then  he  is  a damned  fool." 

\ Lovejoy  went  boiling  lo  the  President, 
who  asked  for  un  account  of  the  confor- 


eaused  him  to  move  lo  Washington 
1850.  His  conduct  of  the  California  land 

cases  in  1858,  when  lie  was  special  coun-  . . 

scl  for  the  United  States,  made  him  a The  question  thus  phrased  by  Nicolay  and  tongued  lawyer  bad  felt  about  him  in  the  upjj  Stanton  say  I was  a damned 

national  figure.  Hay  in  their  biography  of  Lincoln  wns  past  and  of  the  distrust  that  continue  to  f00jj"  |,0  asked. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  Cass  from  the  pressing  for  answer:  exist  fur  a time  even  after  Stanton  on-  ,lHe  di(i[  ^ ail(j  repeated  it,"  said 

Cabinet  in  December,  18C0,  President  Bu-  “I[  the  army  undertook-  to  employ  nc-_  terJd  the  Cabinet.  However,  Lincoln  was  LoVOj0y,  expecting  to  see  Um  lightning 

clmtian  made.  Judge  Black  Secretary  of  grma  in  military  work  at  exposed  points  seeking  not  a courtier  nor  a boon  eoui- 
State  and  Stanton  Attorney-General,  sue-  must  jt  not  protect  them,  and,  as  : 


panioit  bul  a fighting  Secretary  of  “Lf  Stanton  said  I was  a dimmed  fool,’’ 

who  could  help  him  prosecute  the  lagging  musc<1  0ie  President,  "1  most  be  one,  for 
conflict,  put  new  life  inlo  introspective  |1C  ^ ncar]y  always  right'  and  generally 
and  lirnid  Generals,  organize  the  Union  whnt  lie  means.  I will  step  over  and 

annies  aqd  keep  the  Union  intact.  6CC  him.” 

The  nppointment  was  promptly  con-  Qn  another  occasion  the  President  gave 
firmed  by  the  Senate.  Stanton,  still  yds  reas0I1  for  refusing  to  interfere  with 
underestimating  the  President,  began  his  j|lc  Secretary: 

duties,  feeling  that  he  had  been  called,  as  "The  pressure  upon  him  is  immensur- 
Bucbanan  had  called  him  before,  “to  able  and  unending.  Ho  is  the  rock  on 
, .-sccreuiiy  «i  >vnr  noyo,  in  a Cab-  Cameron  ...  l.m  annum  .-secre.ary  ju  strengthen  thc  hands  or  an  impotent  Pres-  thc  Ml  of  our  national  ocean  agamst 

meeting,  demanded  withdrawal  of  ^ar  report  for  m 11  . ident” — the  words  are  Alonzo  Ivoths-  which  the  breakers  dash  nnd  roar  without 

'niinH  sinic,  imnnc  from  the  forts  the -right  and  possible  duty  oi  wo  uov-  , .. ,,  wrjt,  ' |,is  luminous  'book,  ti.  flirt, i*  back  the  an*rv  waters 


'cccding  Black.  Stanton,  to  his  amaze-  gory  consequence,  must  it  not  permit  them 
ment,  found  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  j0  protect  themselves  and  furnish  them 
Secretaries  Cobh,  Floyd  and  Thompson  weapons  for  defence?" 
controlled  the  Cabinet,  nnd  under  the  norn-  Cameron  Would  Arm  Slave*. 

“ ****!»  T’?  **?,  The  prudent  IM,  wHw  mOm- 

lntms  Pr~d.nl  were  dmmS  the  Ad-  . s.». 

ministration  toward  recognition  of  seces-  ? . „ ....  


Stanton  took  a firm  stand  for  tli 
When  Secretary  of  War  Floyd, 


era!  arming  of  negroes  for  military  pur- 
poses. To  tils  astonishment  lie  discovered 
that  Cameron  in  liis  onuunl  Socretafy  of 


the  United  States  troops  from  the  forts  ,l10  ri£,lt  - . , . 

of  Charleston  Harbor,  Stanton  said  the  ""  a™  nnd  1 ^ 

surrender  of  Sumter  would  bo  n crime  P*0?  ’hf1'"”  ? on 

.cqunl  to  II, nt  ot  Bertrfiet  Amid,  nnd  port  of  the  M~1  B.l.tnrj  »™e. 

Ihnt  ,11  rvho . pnrlieipnled  .honld  be  W.tbm,  be.n-  .ntat,  ta 1 
hensed  Bite  M.jor  Andre.  Sl.nlen  did  m”*  Jri  he-en  dtslr.hnled  to  port  oBee. 

more.  Waring  aside  partisanship,  he  se-  for  public  release  as  soon  as  the  1 resi- 

cretlv  revealed  to  Charles  Sumner  nnd  dent  reaJM.w  message  to  ‘“"S™4*;  “>n-  practical  ligm ; i.u  mi 
other  Republican  leaders  wl.at  was  going  coin  lmd  the  copies  recalled  nnd  had  Lam-  by  of  arilhmeti. . 

on.  Flovd  was  forced  to  resign,  nnd  the  oron  k,*l  ,1|C  oftending  paragraphs  an  qUaiity,  arising  mainly  from  a strong  sunton  Oc- 

*“»  -’tripes'  still  waved  over  Snro-  Snnnnll,  when  .here  wn,  no  olhei  wny 


child’s,  written  in  his  luminous  book 
“Lincoln,  Master  of  Men."  W bat  did 
Lincoln  think  of  him?  There  is  qo  bet- 
ter evidence  than  tbul  of  the  two  secre- 
taries, Nicolay  und  Hay: 

“Stanton’s  nature  was  largely  material- 
istic; liis  eyes  saw  tilings  in  n simple, 
practical  light ; his  mind  dealt  with  them 


ceasing.  He  fights  back  the  angry  waters 
and  prevents  them  from  undermining  nnd 
overwhelming  the  land.  • Gentlemen,  I 
do  not  see  how  lie  survives— why  he  is  not 
crushed  und  torn  to  pieces.  Without  him 
I should  be  destroyed.  He  perforins  1"* 

task  superhumanly.” 

Yielded  in  Minor  Mailer*. 

In  a multitude  of  minor  matters  Lincoln 


Biller  Again*!  Lincoln. 

With  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln  Stan- 
ton resumed  his  law  practice-  In  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1801  lie  tilled  liis 
private  letters  with  fault  finding  bitter- 
ness. He  reported  the  impression  that  “in 

r.  ">■  r cM“:r 

1 of  Lincoln”  10  Russia'  n Post  desired- by  Cameron. 
’ Their  friendship  wa3  linohanged. 


“reports  of  the  trepidati 
the  “panic"  of  the  Administration,  "cor 
niption  and  venality”  of  powerv“distrust 
in  every  department  of  the  Government," 

“the  painful  indiecility  of  Lincoln,”  “pecu- 
lation and  fraud,”  “distrust  in  the  candor 
and  sincerity  of  Lincoln  personally  and 
of  his  Cabinet.” 

He  found  that  “no  one  speaks  of  Lin- 
coln or  any  member  of  his  Cnbinet  with 
respect  or  regard.”  Two  chroniclers  say 
that  Rlantou  sj»oke  of  the  President  as  “a 
low,  cunning  clown,"  and  according  to  sponsible  trust 
another  he  saw  in  Lincoln  the  “original 
gorilla"  and  said  that  “Du  Ctraillu  was  a 
"fool  to  wntider  all  the  wav  to  Africa  in 
wcoreitot'Wlnu  lu-Touid  buVe  -jViatid 


doned  or  captured  plantations  should  not  nnot|ler  (r4it  which  gave  it  extraordinary 

be  returned  to  their  masters  but  withheld  powcr  value,  namely,  physical  and  . . ,|ic  Preridcnl.-d 

to  lessen  the  enemy’s  military  resources.  mental  energy.  Above  everything  else  lie  kindly,  inoff  mu  y, 

Statesmen  have  lost  their  heads  for  was  a man  0f  action.  What  in  other  men  "" 
milder  offences  than  this.  Cameron  ex-  mjg|,t  be  likened  lo  the  variable  force  of 
pccted  dismissal.  Thc  forbearing  Iincoln  wjnj3  or  wills  might  be  represented  in  him 
did  not  dismiss  him,  but  when  the  oppor-  ^ (|ie  continaous,  unremitting  action  of 
t unity  presented  itself  he  let  Cameron  a g^gam  i-ngitu-,  able  to  furnish  at  every 
any  required  pressure  nnd  speed  for 
period  of  duration.  He  had  thus  the 


On  January  1J,  1862,  the  nation  was  workers.  Method  and  organization 
flabbergasted  -by  the  news  that  the  new  wjtb  him  prime  intuitions.  He  was  im- 
Secretary  of  War  was  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  pa|jeut  of  delay  aod  intolerant  of  neglect, 
but  its  amazement  was  no  greater  than  Every  thought  and  volition  was  positive.'' 
that  of  Stanton  himself.  He  wrote  to 
Buchanan  on  March  1: 

“My  accession  to  my  present  position 
was  quite  as  sudden  and  unexpected  as 
the  confidence  you  bestowed  upou  me  in 
calling  me  to  your  Cabinet,  and  the  rc- 
" '.e  trust  was  accepted  in  both  in- 

from  thc  same  motive.*  nnd  will 

be  executed  with  the  same  fidelity  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws." 


i - 


authority. 

Most  of  thc  time,  however,  he  got  what 
he  wanted  out  of  Stanton,  us  he  himself 
said,  by  “ploughing  around  him.”  Stan- 
ton wns  forever  threatening  to  resign,  bat 
never  tendered  his  resignation  ontil  the 
*U  uma  ,uc  ,ime  °*  surrender,  when  hi*  strong 

— , - , , , ■ . “ body,  breaking  under  the  load  he  had  pul 

qmtltlto  »h,.h  mtd^  *■»  * ^ ^ M fer  V 

lease. 

“Stanton,"  said  Lincoln,  “you  cannot 
go.  Reconstruction  is  more  difficult  nnd 
dangerous  than  construction  or  destruc- 
Warned  of  Stanton’*  Power.  (jon_  yoa  bave  been  our  main  reliance; 

Friends  or  the  President  warned  him'  you  must  hdp  u»  through  the  final  neL 
that  the  forceful,  headstrong  Stanton  The  bag  is  filled.  lt  mart  be  tied  and  tied 
would  “ran  a wav  with  the  whole  con-  securely.  Some  knotad.p;  y.iuredono-. 
tern."  A*  usual  Lincoln  replied  with  a Yon  understand  the  Situation  better  that, 
little  story-  Ho  said:  anybody  else,  and  it  u my  woti  ami  the 

“We  may  have  ft.  treat  him  as  they  country's  that  you  remain, 
are  oimetimej  obliged  to  treat  a Methodist  SUnton  returned  to  hu  desk.  Lincoln 
minister  I know  of  ouL  Wot  He  gets  lad  always  understood  anrl  appreciated 
, inrV  o-  rotdi'of  £aeht-  him.  By-thi»  -»fao-  aul.t**  nti  lcrst^l 
W • - • - -dated  Lincoln. 


a Lis  pin 


